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Welcome to the Log House! 

Logging/Timber Sales 

As we mentioned in the Removal House, occasionally we can recover part of the cost of tree removal with either foreign ("export") or domestic log sales. Timber logs can be divided into four main markets or product categories: 
· lumber products 
· pulp 
· "peelers" (plywood laminate and veneers) 
· poles 
Lumber products further divide by species into "softwood" and "hardwood.” Depending on their species and quality, lumber logs will go either to foreign markets as "export" logs or to domestic mills. High quality Douglas-fir - straight, few branch knots, average length 32' - 40' usually goes to Asian buyers. High quality hemlock and sometimes western red cedar or even large bigleaf maple logs will often wind up in Japan or Korea. Recently, western red cedar has brought high prices in the domestic market (local mills). 
Species native to the Pacific Northwest, low quality hemlock, cottonwood, alder, and maple provide the lion's share of pulp and paper material to local mills. 
"Peeler" logs (or "peeler poles") can come from any species. Very straight cottonwood with little or no branching often nets higher returns sold as a peeler log instead of going to the pulp mill. 
Pole logs go to the utilities and consist mainly of hemlock and cedar. 
Methods and Differences 

When a city or suburban-based tree care firm executes large-scale removals, the work site often places restrictions on methods and therefore on final product and profit potential. Such "logging" usually occurs as a consequence of site preparation for new development. On larger projects (public works or new tract housing, for example) the site affords enough room free of hazard and valuable targets to allow rapid falling of desirable timber trees. Usually development sites are smaller but may still have enough large standing timber to make large-scale removal worth the extra effort, time and money required to extract such material. 
Very tight "in fill" type construction sites often require a large crane or other equipment to "pick," "yard," and deck the logs. These methods add cost to log salvage. However, depending on the market, particularly the "export” market, and the quantity of potential standing timber, the effort can still prove worthwhile in reducing the cost of large tree removal. 
[image: image2.jpg]@: CITY FORESTERS,INC.





Whenever we have any question at all as to the feasibility of timber salvage in a tree removal job, we employ a professional timber cruiser. In a very short time, a skilled individual, with up-to-date data on the market, can visit the site, measure the volume, and provide a written report with log length specifications. This data usually helps decide how the trees come down - for timber or for firewood. 


